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Winning hand: Nancy and Joe Smith, background. customers Bernice and George Guilette with a 

owners of Joe and Nancy's Bar in Rosiere, entertain game of cuyoo (koo-yo), a Belgian card game. 
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The Rosiere file 

□ Population: Residents at Joe and 
Nancy’s Bar estimate it at 27 7a. 

□ Name: Rosiere is the French word 
for 'queen of roses,” chosen by Bel¬ 
gian settlers for the community. 

□ Location: Rosiere is divided by 
County Highway X, part of it in Door 
County, part in Kewaunee County. It is 
in the town of Lincoln in Kewaunee 
County, and the town 6f Brussels in 
Door County. 


By Sean Schultz 

Press-Gazette 

Rosiere is on Door County X. 

No, wait. Rosiere is on Kewaunee * 
County X. 

Oh, heck. Rosiere is on Highway X. 
The north side of the road is in Door 
County, the south side is in Kewaunee 
County. 

_ The local 

Press-Gazette photos kids know the 
by Ken Behrend score: If they 

live north of 
X, they take the bus to Southern Door 
schools: south siders go to Luxemburg- 
Casco. i 

Rosiere is 13 miles from Dyckesville 
and 15 miles from Luxemburg, said Gil¬ 
bert Delwiche,75. 

He and his wife. Marie, live on Church 
Road south of X on the farm where Gil¬ 
bert was born and raised. 

The Delwiches point to the west end of 
the land they once farmed, noting ''down¬ 
town Rosiere” was situated there over a 
century ago until the Peshtigo Fire razed 
most of it and prompted its relocation. 

The Rubens family dominated Rosiere. 
But the Rubens Dance Hall and Rubens 
Grocery are gone. Rubens Tavern closed 
four years ago, said John Buege of near¬ 
by Kodan, and it still didn’t have indoor 
plumbing. "The pail was indoors.” 

Today, "downtown Rosiere” consists 
of Joe and Nancy Smith’s Bar where Al¬ 
vin Delforge once operated a bar and gro¬ 
cery, and Kurt Thiry’s Body Shop where 
Rubens Chicken Hatchery used to be. 
The blacksmith shop and feedmill are 
gone. too. 

Across the road, the Rev. Dennis 
Drury is pastor at St. Hubert’s Church. 
Joe Smith said he’s starting his ninth 


year in the tavern business and Drury 
came after him. "He’s got better business 
than I’ve got, though,” Smith said. 

The Smiths were welcomed to Rosiere 
when they bought the bar nine years ago. 
"We’re Belgian nationality coming into a 
Belgian area," Joe said. 

The Smiths’ move to Rosiere boosted 
the population considerably. Tavern talk 
puts the population at 27Vi. Amid winks 
and grins around the bar, no one would 
explain that half. Is someone pregnant? 
Someone not all there? 

The Belgian heritage is strong among 
the elders of Rosiere. many of whom still 
speak the language. 

The Belgians also are known for their 
Belgian pies, Marie said, and for drink¬ 
ing beer. Gilbert admitted to enjoying 
both the pies and the beer, as well as a 
Belgian card game, cuyoo. Card players 
said cuyoo is a Belgian word meaning 
scared. 

At Joe and Nancy’s Bar, on the north 
side of X, cuyoo leagues flourish. It’s 
common to see two or three games going 
at the bar any evening. 

• Patrons dine on hamburgers, pizzas 


and homemade pork rinds at the bar. One 
patron, Dave Weasel of nearby Forest- 
ville, mourned the closing of the cheese 
factory. "What I miss the most, is no 
more cheese curds in Rosiere.” 

There’s still an autumn kermis in Ro¬ 
siere. a harvest festival that isn’t held on 
the grand scale it once was, but still fea¬ 
tures Joe’s burgers, Nancy’s Belgian pies 
and a country-western band. 

Keith Smith, 18, works at his parents’ 
bar, lives on the premises and loves being 
able to fish, hunt and play football near¬ 
by. 

’’The country’s great,” he said. 
"There’s no noise and you can do what 
you want at night. It’s the best.” 

On a recent evening George and Ber¬ 
nice Guilette stopped in for a cuyoo game 
at Joe and Nancy's. 

George, 71, said he was born and raised 
in Rosiere "and stayed here all my life... 
It’s a good place to grow up. Otherwise I 
wouldn’t have stayed that long.” 

Pointing to his wife of half a century, 
he said, ”1 kept her here for 50 years so it 
couldn’t have been that bad for her. ei¬ 
ther.” 


Buhr and burger: Nicole 
Buhr, 5. immediate 
right, daughter of Den¬ 
nis and Renee Buhr of 
Casco, finishes off a 
hamburger and fries at 
Joe and Nancy’s Bar in 
Rosiere. At far right, Gil¬ 
bert Delwiche, 75, who 
says he’s the oldest 
male in Rosiere. dries a 
dish and shares a laugh 
with his wife, Marie, 
while she folds clothes 
at their home on Church 
Road in Rosiere. Marie 
does laundry and pro¬ 
vides eldercare ser¬ 
vices in the area. The 
couple has been mar¬ 
ried for 45 years. 
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